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A quarterly newsletter of Lutheran Congregational Services 

Hearts Are Broken, But Spirits Are Renewed 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
Serving as disaster response and preparedness 
coordinator for our synod, I never know when my 
heart will be broken nor my spirit restored.   
 
The story we have learned from Postville, Iowa is 
certainly breaking the hearts of many in our 
synod.  Postville is a small town (2000 people) in 
northeast Iowa.  Its major industry has been 
Agriprocessor, the largest kosher meat packing 
plant in the U.S. with 900 workers.   
 
On May 12, 2009, the U.S. staged its largest 
immigration raid to date.  Starting at 6 am, Black 
Hawk helicopters circled the town until dark.  
Seven hundred federal agents drove in with 
“dozens upon dozens” of empty buses.  They 
arrested 389 workers and put them in five-point 
chains while they were questioned and checked 
for “legal” status.  No one could move, eat, or use 
the bathroom for the entire day.  Many of those 
arrested were young men and women (ages 15-
21) and women who had children in school.  
Many of these workers had lived in the 
community for years.   
 
Many of those arrested were jailed for 5 months 
and later deported to Mexico or Guatemala, 
some without an opportunity to say goodbye to 
their families.  Many Guatemalan women still live 
in Postville, unable to work because they are 
“illegals” and unable to leave because they have 
to testify against the plant owners.  They also 
don’t want to leave their children behind.  
Children born in the U.S. are legal citizens and 

entitled to an education here.  The best that adults 
returning to Guatemala can hope to earn will be $6 - 
$8 per day while the cost of necessities is not very 
different from that in the U.S. 
 
In the meantime, in order to keep the plant operating, 
leaders hired a “headhunter” who “imported” mentally 
ill street people from Texas, homeless people from 
shelters in Chicago, and provided “one way” plane 
tickets to island people near FIJI.  The plant closed 
for good in November when over 1500 charges were 
placed against the operators.  The “new” workers 
had no money to get back home and are still, for the 
most part, in Postville. 
 
The cost of this situation is extreme.  The U.S. spent 
$5.2 million dollars on the raid.  In Postville 
unemployment is very, very high.  House prices have 
plummeted.  Other businesses are closing.  All the 
children in the area have been affected, not just 
those of immigrant families.  Many are going to bed 
hungry because there is no chance for their families 
to work.  Some have stopped talking altogether or 
show other signs of severe regression, depression or 
PTSD (post traumatic stress disorder.)  Some react 
to the stress by engaging in risky behavior. You get 
the picture.  It’s enough to break my heart. What 
about yours? 
 
Is there anything in this story to restore one’s spirit?   
 
Worried about what was happening in Postville, the 
elementary school principal contacted Lutheran 
Social Services of Minnesota and requested its 
Camp Noah.  (Camp Noah, you may know, is a full 
day, week long vacation Bible school type program 
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Spiritual Gifts 
Discernment  

Offering Available 
 

      
 Do you have members who are searching for 
the meaning and purpose of their life?  Are 
some looking for ways to become involved in 
ministries that will help them to feel more 
fulfilled? 
 Lutheran Congregational Services has a 
ministry that may help your members find that 
for which they are searching.  Discovering 
God’s Vision for your Life: You and Your 
Spiritual Gifts is an eight hour course that can 
be offered in a variety of formats to meet busy 
schedules.  Through a sound, biblically based 
curriculum, the course can help participants 
discover , develop  and deploy  the gifts with 
which God has blessed them. 
 For more information you can call him at 610-
770-9205 or e-mail Dennis at 
dennis@lutherancongregationalservices.org. 

Background Searches Offered  
to NE and SE PA Synod  

Congregations 
 

LCS can provide congregations with a low cost 
national background search process that can be 
used when hiring certain staff or enlisting 
volunteers for children and youth ministries. These 
background checks are made against a national 
criminal and sex abuse database, rather than only 
a Pennsylvania state database.  
 
The service is totally web based and reports are 
generated to you within minutes of entering the 
individual’s data. Finally, LCS is able to provide a 
“no fuss” monthly billing process.  
 
If you are interested in signing up for this service, 
there is a one time setup fee of $15.00. Based on 
your congregation’s level of support to LCS, a 
background check would either cost $14.00 per 
search or $18.00 per search.   
 
Please contact Kathy Reyher at 610-770-9205 or 
email her at 
kathy@lutherancongregationalservices.org. 

specifically designed for children affected by 
disasters.)   As we speak, the curriculum is 
being adapted for Postville and two camps will 
be held there this summer.  We, of the 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, are gathering 
and training a team to serve at least 50 children 
in the camp that will meet August 3-7.  
Representatives to our synod assembly in June 
donated over $2500 to support this team as well 
as those we are sending to Waterloo and Mason 
City, Iowa, towns which were severely flooded 
one year ago.  Quilts made for all these children 
continue to pour into our office.   
 
Why is my spirit renewed by knowing that Camp 
Noah will be offered in Postville?  Because I 
have seen the Spirit of God work in amazing 
ways through the Camp Noah in Texas after 
Katrina and Rita.  I have heard similar stories 
from the 8 other camps for which we have 
provided volunteers, and I already witness the 
Spirit stirring excitement and creative 
preparations in the three teams we are sending 
out this summer.  
 
In a few weeks I will set out with the team for 
Waterloo and later with the team for Postville.  I 
know my heart will be broken as I listen to the 
stories in these places.  I also trust that my spirit 
and the spirits of those who serve with me will 
be renewed as we witness the Holy One in 
action through what local people are doing to 
alleviate the pain around them as well as what 
happens  through the staff and curriculum of 
Camp Noah.   
 
May God continue to melt your hearts with 
awareness of the needs of God’s children.  May 
our good and gracious God continue to renew 
your spirit by letting you catch a glimpse of the 
Holy One at work. 
 
 
Ruth Doty 
Disaster Preparedness and Recovery 
Coordinator  
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Need a Supply Pastor? 
 

If you are in need of someone to supply for you 
because of  vacations or other absences, call LCS.  
Pr. Ritter and Pr. Smart, and Ruth Doty, M.Div. (non
-communion services only) are available and eager 
to serve in this regard.  You may also wish to invite 
a staff or Board member of LCS as part of a special 
emphasis LCS Sunday or for a presentation to an 
adult class/forum.  Call the office at 610-770-9205. 

Council Retreat  
Leadership Available through LCS 

 
 Keep LCS in mind as you think about any 
leadership development or consultation needs that 
your congregation may have.  Pr. Ritter will work 
with you to create a workshop or retreat that will 
meet your congregation’s needs at an affordable 
cost.  You can get in touch with him via email at 
dennis@lutherancongregationalservices.org or call 
him at 610-770-9205. 

!Save the Date!   
“Laugh Out Loud” is Coming 

!Save the Date! 
 
 LCS is planning a special fundraiser to be held on 
Sunday afternoon, September 27, 2009.  It will be 
held on the campus of Muhlenberg College, 
Allentown, PA.  The proceeds will benefit our 
disaster response and preparedness ministry. 
 It will feature the comedy of Donna East and Jane 
Condon.  They have been featured on such shows 
as NBC-TV’s Last Comic Standing, ABC-TV’s The 
View and Lifetime TV’s Girls’ Night Out.  They have 
toured nine countries entertaining US troops and 
performed on the John Tesh PBS special. 
 To learn more about these rising talents you can 
go to www.DonnaEast.com and 
www.JaneCondon.com.  Save the date, 
September 27, 2009 and plan to laugh out loud! 

Need Help to Make  
Your Mortgage Payments? 

 
If you or someone that you know is struggling to 
make monthly mortgage payments, Pennsylvania 
may be able to help. 
 
The Pennsylvania House Finance Agency 
(PHFA) offers three programs to aid mortgage 
holders: 

1. The Homeowner’s Emergency Mortgage 
Assistance Program (HEMAP) – These 
loans have a term limit of 24 months from 
the date of the mortgage delinquency, or 
a value cap of $60,000, whichever comes 
first.  Recipients are required to pay up to 
40% of their net monthly income toward 
their total housing expense.  There is a 
minimum monthly payment of $25. 

2. Refinance to an Affordable Loan Program 
(REAL) – These loans are meant for 
individuals who have contracted bad 
loans or owe more than their residence is 
worth.  It provides affordable 30-year fixed 
rate mortgages to individuals who could 
not otherwise qualify for typical mortgage 
refinance programs.  There are certain 
income and other criteria that must be 
met. 

3. Homeowner’s Equity Recovery Opportunity 
Loan Program (HERO) -- These loans are 
meant also for individuals who have 
contracted bad loans or owe more than 
their residence is worth.  It provides fixed 
rates for up to a 30-year mortgage and 
100% financing.  The PHFA buys the loan 
from the bank and negotiates affordable 
terms with the consumer and services the 
loan.  Certain eligibility requirements must 
be met. 

 
Pennsylvania residents should contact their state 
representative for more details regarding any of 
these three options 
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Marriage  
Preparedness  

Series  
Schedule 2009 

 
NORTHEAST PA SITES 

 
Wednesday, July 8 15 & 22 
Trinity Lutheran, Hecktown 

7:00-9:00 pm 
 

Saturday, September 12 & 26 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Dallas 

9:30 am -12:45 pm 
 

*Sunday, September 13 & 20 
Good Shepherd Lutheran, Wilson Borough 

2:00-5:00 pm 
*a previously married track will be offered on this date 

only 
 

Sunday, October 4 & 11 
Zion United Lutheran, Brodheadsville 

2:00-5:00 pm 
 

Thursday, November 5, 12 & 19 
Holy Spirit Lutheran, Emmaus 

7:00-9:00 pm 
 

SOUTHEAST SITES 
 

Wednesday, September 9, 16 & 23 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Pottstown 

7:00-9:00 pm 
 
Cost is $55 per couple. Couples can register on-
line at www.lutherancongregationalservices.org 
or by calling LCS (610-770-9205) and requesting 
a registration packet. 
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     We are interested in obtaining a new 
Power Point Projector , a collapsible 
ladder,  and two new HP flat screen 
monitors. 
     Donations or contributions toward these 
items would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Thank you, 
 

Five Best Things To Say If You Get 
Caught Sleeping At Your Desk  

 
#5 “ They told me at the Blood Bank this  might 
happen.” 
 
#4 “This is just a 15 minute power nap they  
raved about in the time management  course 
you sent me to.” 
 
#3 “Whew!  Guess I left the top off the White-
out.  You probably got here just in  time!” 
 
#2 “Did you ever notice sound coming out  of 
these keyboards when you put your  ear down 
real close?”  
 
#1 (Raising your head slowly) “...in Jesus’  
name, Amen” 
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Special Gifts 

In Memory of: 

Farrel Family  by Gloria Selig 
 
John. B. Fleck  by Barbara K. Fleck 
 
Martin W. Sell  by Dorothy Sell 
 
Bruno & Stella Thiel by Lucille E. Eddinger 

In Honor of: 

Ministry of Rev. John P. Fritch by Ken & Ruth 
Miller 
 
William Herge  by M/M Clarence L. Whitfield 
 
Jean Schumacher  and Amy Rinker for 
Mother’s Day  by Rev. John & Judy 
Schumacher 
 
Joseph Schumacher  by Rev. John & Judy 
Schumacher 

 
Redner’s Receipts 

 
     Faith, Whitehall                   $1,128.99 
 
     Gifted to LCS                     $11.29 
 
 

(Please send in the entire receipt.) 

 
 

Receive “The Servant” by Email 
 

If you would like to receive LCS’s The Servant 
by email, please contact Kathy at  
610-770-9205 or email her at 
kathy@lutherancongregationalservices.org. and 
provide us with your email address. 
 
We are trying to reduce our operating costs and 
to tailor our communications with you according 
to your preferences. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation! 

Did you know 
you can contribute to Lutheran Congregational 
Services through Simply Giving, a program of 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans?   
 You do not need to be a member of Thrivent to 
participate in this automated giving program.  
Your contribution is made to LCS through a pre-
authorized withdrawal from your bank account 
and deposited on the same day into LCS’s bank 
account.   
 Call LCS at 610-770-9205 to receive an 
enrollment form.   

Four Reasons to Take a Vacation 
 
With the downturn in the economy it might be 
tempting to not take a vacation this year.  Here 
are four reasons why you shouldn’t skip your 
vacation. 

In a study of 12,000 men at risk of coronary 
heart disease, researches found that 
taking annual vacations was linked to a 
reduced risk of death. 

A small study found that women who took 
two or more vacations a year were less 
likely to become tense, depressed or 
tired and were more satisfied with their 
marriages. 

Another small study found that taking a 
vacation led to fewer physical health 
complaints, improved sleep and 
improved mood.  These effects often 
lasted for 5 weeks or more after the 
vacation. 

A small study of university employees found 
that after taking a vacation, they 
required less effort to fulfill daily work 
assignments. 

Time away from work doesn’t have to be an 
expensive proposition.  It should, however, be 
of significant duration, at least a week, to fully 
de-stress, and it should be without your laptop, 
PDA and work cell phone. 
 
Excerpted from the Mayo clinic’s Embody Health 
newsletter, June 2009. 
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New Program Being Developed 
to Repair Houses  

for the Elderly and Disabled 
 

At its May meeting, the LCS Board of Directors 
approved further planning for a new program to 
use volunteer labor to repair houses for the 
elderly and disabled in our synod.  The model 
calls for establishment of local “affiliates” who 
would work with LCS staff to address the needs 
for home repair in their area.   This program 
grew out of the many requests for additional 
service opportunities received from volunteer 
groups who participated in cleanup and 
rebuilding following the 2005 and 2006 flooding 
in our synod territory.   Our initial research has 
affirmed that not only are there many groups 
and individuals who wish to be involved in this 
type of hands on ministry to their neighbors, but 
there is a great need for such services.   
 
An additional benefit of this type of program is 
that it will enable LCS to build upon the system 
for coordination that it has been developed as a 
result of disaster response as well as to keep an 
active list of available volunteers.   
 
 To assist in further development of this 
program, please contact Ruth Doty, 
ruth@lutherancongregationalservices.org or call 
610-770-9205 or 484-553-1162.  

Help Identify Resources  
in Congregations  

for Disaster Response 
 

If a disaster occurred in your neck of the woods, 
would we know that your church had a kitchen 
that could be used to prepare meals, a clothing 
bank, rooms that could shelter survivors or 
volunteers, a person experienced in spiritual and 
emotional care or a van that could transport 
needed supplies?  We would know these things 
and more if each congregation filled out and 
returned our Disaster Response Form for 
Congregations.   
 
Some of you picked up this form at the recent 
synod assembly or at LIFT.  We’re looking 
forward to getting them back.  For the rest of 
you, the form can now be downloaded, filled out 
and even returned by email.  Just go to 
www.lutherancongregationalservices.org, click 
on Disaster Response, then Preparedness, and 
then choose “click here” at the bottom of the 
second paragraph.  Please call us at 610-770-
9205 or contact us via email at 
info@lutherancongregationalservices.org if you 
need a hard copy send by U.S. mail. 
 
Please don’t assume that your congregation has 
already done this.  Please check that it has. 
 
Disasters provide numerous opportunities for 
important ministry.  You know how richly and 
specifically God has blessed your congregation.  
Knowing what resources are available enables 
us to efficiently and effectively form partnerships 
for response.   
 

Disaster Helpers Needed 
 

Volunteers are needed for: 
 
1.  Laugh Out Loud fundraiser for Disaster  
Preparedness.  (Who said disaster work  
couldn’t have its light moments?) 
2. Task Force for Disaster Preparedness  and 
Response in the Northeastern  Pennsylvania 
Synod. 
3. Participation in the Berks County VOAD  
(Voluntary Organizations Active in  Disaster). 
4. Development Committee for proposed  
program to repair homes for the elderly  and 
disabled. 
 
If interested, please contact Ruth Doty, 
ruth@lutherancongregationalservices.org or call 
610.770.9205.  
 

Quilts for Camp Noah 2009 
 

As of June 15, 272 quilts have been shipped 
to Iowa for children attending Camp Noah 
there.  More will follow shortly.   Thank you to 
everyone contributing to this colorful project 
that literally and figuratively blankets children 
with God’s love. 



We Gratefully Acknowledge Our Supporters  
March 21, 2009 through June 15, 2009 
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Alderfer, Cheryl 
Ballard, Violet J. 
Beam, M/M John T. 
Bower, Dolores A. 
Campbell, Rappold & Yurasits 
Carvalho, Angela M. 
Cedar, Cetronia 
Christ United, Ashland 
Christ, Easton 
Connolly, Barbara L. 
Cool, M/M Edward 
Culler, Judith P. 
Cura Hospitality 
Doty, Ruth F. 
Eddinger, Lucille E. 
Ely, Wallace 
Esser, Joyce B. 
Fabian, M/M Harold W. 
Filler, Nancy L. 
Fleck, Barbara K. 
Frey, Shirley A. 
Friedens, Oley 
Gade, Rev. Mary W. 
Gast, James & Jennifer 
Gery, M/M William P. 
Good Shepherd, Easton 
Grace, Topton 
Handwerk, Rev. & Mrs. Gene E. 
Heim, M/M Thomas F. 
Heimberger, Shirley A. 
Herman, M/M Kenneth D. 
Hershberger, Rev. Sarah V. 
Hettinger, Atty. Alfred K. 
Holler, M/M Walter J. 
Holy Cross, Bethlehem 
Holy Trinity Memorial, Catasauqua 
Holy Trinity, Bethlehem 
Hope, Cherryville 
Hope, Tatamy 
Jerusalem, W. Salisbury 
Jordan, Orefield 
Jordan, Orefield Endowment Fund 
Kahler, Betsy J. 
Karsten, Edna E. 
Keim, M/M Thomas F. 
Kotsch, Dolores 
L. Northampton Co, Thrivent Fin. 
Latchic, M/M Gerard M. 
Lauffer, M/M William G. 
Leh, Jayne M. 

Lei, Dr. & Mrs. Benjamin W. 
Lieberman, M/M Walter 
Luther Crest Chapel Fund 
Luzerne Co. Chapter, Thrivent 
MacLellan, M/M Edward 
Maule, Linda 
McCardle, M/M Neil N. 
Meck, Sharon A. 
Menzo, Julia 
Messiah, Bethlehem 
Miller, M/M Kenneth R. 
Monroe Mold & Radon, Inc. 
Moser, John & Shirley 
National Penn Bancshares Inc. 
Noecker, Donna L. 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod 
Owen M. Bastian, Inc. 
Peripheral Systems, Inc. 
Pfeffer, Rev. Peggy Sue 
Ramsden, Rev. & Mrs. William E. 
Reimert, M/M Franklin W. 
Reitnauer, Gerald R. 
Reph, Susan R. 
Reyher, Katherine M. 
Rice, Linda 
Ritter, Bethann E. 
Ritter, Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Dennis S. 
Robeson, Mohnton 
Rosemont, Bethlehem 
Rowe, Rev. & Mrs. David R. 
S. Lehigh Co. Chapter, Thrivent 
Salem, Bethlehem 
Schaeffer, Kathleen M. 
Schumacher, Rev. & Mrs. John E. 
Scranton/Wilkes Barre Mission Dist. 
SE Berks Co. Chapter, Thrivent Fin. 
Sell, Dorothy B. 
Sellig, Gloria 
Shankweiler, Rev. & Mrs. Carl D. 
Shoemaker, Rev. Charles H. 
Shumberger, M/M George A. 
Siegfried, James F. 
Singh Auto World 
Smart, Rev. Kerry 
St. Andrew, Easton Pr. Discretionary 
St. James, Coopersburg 
St. John, Allentown 
St. John, Coplay 

St. John, Emmaus 
St. John, Fogelsville 
St. John, Nazareth 
St. John, Sinking Spring 
St. John, Whitehall 
St. Luke, Hellertown 
St. Mark, Bethlehem 
St. Matthew, Bethlehem 
St. Paul, Easton 
St. Paul, Trexlertown 
St. Peter Union, Lynnville 
St. Peter, Bethlehem 
St. Timothy, Allentown 
SW Berks Co. Chapter, Thrivent 
The Kyle David Group. 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
Tomlinson, Rev. & Mrs. John W. 
Trutzo, Jeanne M. 
Wagner, Brad & Monica 
Whitfield, Clarence & Myrtle 
Williams, J. Scot 
Wolf, Kathryn A. 
Worman, Frances 
Young, Barbara 
Ziegels, Breinigsville 
Zion, Old Zionsville 
Zion, Shoemakersville 
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Flu Pandemic 
 

Whether you call it H1N1 or “swine flu”, we are 
in fact experiencing a pandemic.  As of June 11 
the World Health Organization raised its alert 
level to 6, the highest possible, acknowledging 
the global spread of the disease.  The United 
States Center for Disease Control reported 
17,855 cases and 45 deaths in all 50 states 
plus two territories.   What we have been 
warned about for years has come to pass. 
 
What we were told is true.  A disease like this 
can and is spreading very quickly around the 
globe.  Good hygiene, including good hand 
washing techniques, and social distancing (not 
gathering in large groups, staying home when 
one has symptoms, etc.) can help slow the 
spread of the disease.   
 
The good news is that so far the disease is 
fairly mild.  The good news in the US to date is 
that it is showing up when we are heading out 
of the typical flu season.  The good news is that 
we may have time to develop a vaccine before 
the start of the next flu season.  The good news 
is that we have many knowledgeable people 
working on the situation as it unfolds.  The 
overarching good news is that God cares and is 
at work among and through us to preserve 
health and bring healing. 
 
The other news is that we need to continue to 
prepare for future waves of this flu, especially 
for the fall and winter.  We need to address the 
social, economic and spiritual implications of 
this pandemic, including the implications for us 
as individuals, communities, businesses and as 
congregations.  How might we worship if we 
are told we cannot gather?  What about 
distribution of the sacraments, provision for 
pastoral care, funerals?  What about child care 
when schools and daycare centers are closed?  
How will our ministries be supported?  Which 
new opportunities for ministry are likely to 
present themselves?   
 
Please do all that you can to prepare for a 
continuing or returning pandemic and other 
possible disasters.  Make sure you have 
supplies to “shelter in place” for at least a week.  
This includes water, appropriate foods, 
medicine, etc.  Make sure you have a “go kit” in 
case you have to evacuate.  Make sure the 

leaders of your congregation, community and vital 
services have and follow a personal preparedness 
plan so that they can stay in service or return as 
quickly as possible.  Encourage your congregation to 
plan how it would continue to minister. 
 
For more info on a family plan, go to www.ready.gov 
or www.health.state.pa.us. A Pennsylvania 
Emergency Preparedness Guide as well as other 
free resources are also available through LCS.   
 
For assistance in thinking through these and other 
disaster related issues for people of faith, please call 
Ruth at 610.770.9205 or contact her at 
ruth@lutherancongregationalservices.org.  Also plan 
to send a congregational representative to the 
Disaster 101 training on Sept 26. 
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   Lower Your Breast Cancer Risk  

 
It’s true that certain risk factors for breast cancer are 
beyond a woman’s control.  Examples: family history 
and aging.  Fortunately, researchers are finding that 
certain lifestyle choices may lower risk: 
 
Cut the fat: Countries with high fat diet have the 
highest rates of breast cancer; exactly why isn’t 
certain.  Smart: Choose foods high in fiber, such as 
beans, bran, whole grains, fruits, and vegetables 
such as cabbage, brussel sprouts and broccoli. 
 
Stay active: Research suggests that exercise helps 
prevent breast cancer. One study found that women 
who exercised at least four hours a week cut their 
breast cancer risk by 60% while those who worked 
out 1-3 hours a week reduced their risk by 30%. 
 
Limit alcohol if you drink: More than 40 studies 
have linked heavy alcohol use to an increased risk of 
breast cancer. 
 
Keep screening: Do monthly self-exams and see 
your health care provider regularly.  Lifesaver: Ask 
about having mammograms—when to start and how 
often to have one. 



Use www.GoodSearch.com as your 
preferred search engine and designate 
LCS as the recipient agency.  Every time 
you do so, LCS will receive a financial 
contribution.  Using GoodSearch.com 
will help you find what you are looking 
for on the internet and will help support 
LCS financially.  It’s a win-win solution 
for everyone! 

P A G E  1 0  

 !���"�#�����$�%		��
 
LCS’s 2nd annual Wine, Music and Food was 
again blessed with beautiful weather.  This 
year’s event was built around the smooth 
musical styling's of The Standard Quartet and 
the New Orleans style cuisine of Chef Nathan 
Grube. 
 
We want to thank everyone who attended this 
years event, the planning committee, and of 
course our wonderful volunteers.  In addition, a 
special thank you must go to the Skrip family 
and their employees at Clover Hill Vineyards 
and Winery for the gracious hospitality extended 
to everyone again this year. 
 
Please be sure to patronize/thank our fine 
sponsors who helped to underwrite many of the 
costs for this year’s event.  They are: 
 
· KNBT, Division of National Penn Bank (all 

branches) 
· The Kyle David Group, LLC 
       Allentown, PA 
       Software Development, Website Design,  
       Internal Marketing, & Technology 
       Management  
· Singh Auto World 
      Allentown, PA 
· Herron Funeral Homes 
      Allentown & Bethlehem, PA 
· Campbell, Rappold & Yurasits, LLP 
      Certified Public Accountants 
      Allentown & Easton, PA 
· Peripheral Systems, Inc. 
      Oley, PA 
      Document Preservation & Storage 
· Bradford D. Wagner, Esquire 
      Hellertown, PA 
· Owen M. Bastian, Inc. 
      Allentown, PA 
      For all your flooring needs 
· Fleetwood Bank (all branches) 
· Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
       Wescosville, PA 
· M/M Gerard Latchic & Mrs. Betty Laubach 
· The Rev. & Mrs. Bruce MacLaughlin 
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HOLD THIS DATE!  
 

Saturday, September 26, 2009 
9 a.m.--3 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church, Bethlehem 
 

September is National Preparedness Month. 
 
Since the Disaster 101 training in March was such 
a success (over 60 attended), the Interfaith 
Partnership for Disaster Response is holding a 
second training on September 26, this time in 
Bethlehem.   
 
The morning will again feature a Disaster 101 
training focusing on basic preparedness and 
response information.  In addition, for those who 
have already attended 101, there will be several 
other workshops held at the same time.  After 
lunch, provided again by the Salvation Army, 
participants will be able to choose a 2 hour 
workshop on one specific topic of interest.  
Proposed topics for workshops include: pandemic, 
congregational preparedness, how to assemble 
and prepare work crews from a congregation, 
ministries of hospitality, tech caused disasters, 
animal rescue and first aid, emotional and spiritual 
care, and proper mucking and cleaning 
techniques including treatments for mold.  We 
welcome other suggestions.  
 
The cost will again be $10 per person or $50 for 
up to ten folks from the same congregation. More 
information to follow.  In the meantime, contact 
ruth@lutherancongregationalservices.org or call 
610-770-9205 or 484-553-1162 if you have 
suggestions or questions. 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lay Eucharist Visitor Training 

 
Lay Eucharistic Visitors are members of the 
congregation selected by their pastor to be 
specially trained to bring the communion meal 
from the family table at worship to homebound 
members of the congregation.  This outreach 
keeps members in touch with the life of the 
congregation by more than just their regular visits 
with the pastor. 
 
LCS has been training lay people in the art and 
practice of Eucharistic visiting since 1993.  More 
and more congregations are participating in this 
growing and rewarding ministry.  To date LCS 
has trained well over 1000 Eucharistic Visitors.    
Appearing below is the remaining schedule for 
2009.  For more information, or to register 
members for any of these sessions, please 
contact Pastor Kerry Smart at 610-770-9205 or 
go to our web site at 
www.lutherancongregationalservices.org. 

 
 

Fall 2009 Schedule  

 
September 12 at Christ Lutheran, Hellertown 

 
October 10 at Messiah Lutheran,  

Newtown Square 

 
November 14 at Christ Lutheran, Conyngham 

 
All sessions are from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on 
Saturdays. Participants should bring a pen and 
paper, a Bible, and their lunch. Registration fee is 
$22.00 per person. Checks are to be made out to 
Lutheran Congregational Services. 
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Journeys Through Grief 

A Six-week Seminar  
For Those Who Are Grieving  

 
Some recent comments from participants in our 
spring “Journeys Through Grief” Seminars: 
 

“I felt that each session was very helpful 
and appropriate. Each week we were 
taught another way to deal with our grief.” 
 
“The sessions gave us help we can use to 
carry us through the grief journey, no 
matter how long the journey takes.” 
 
“Emotionally very difficult – but very 
comforting & cleansing.” 
 
“This has helped me so much. It was so 
good to be able to share with others and 
help each other too.” 

 
As the above comments attest, the “Journeys 
Through Grief” Seminar offered by LCS has 
provided a healing ministry for people who are 
grieving in their grief journey. Unlike many existing 
grief groups, “Journeys Through Grief” is not 
presented as a therapeutic model so much as a 
learning experience in a supportive group setting. 
Through six sessions participants are helped to 
look at their grief journey through a scriptural/
spiritual perspective and learn how to be a support 
to others in their journey. And, thanks to the 
generosity of local Funeral Homes, LCS is able to 
offer this ministry free of charge to those who 
register. 
 
Note: the Fall Schedule for “Journeys Through 
Grief” will be available by the end of summer. LCS 
will be offering this ministry in Emmaus, Oley, 
Easton, and Quakertown. 
 
To learn more about “Journeys Through Grief” or 
to register for one of the fall seminars, call Pastor 
Kerry Smart at 610-770-9205 or check out our 
web site at 
www.lutherancongregationalservices.org. 
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Synod Assembly Passes Memorial  
Re: Lutheran Disaster Response 

 
Disaster ministry is dear to the hearts of 
Lutherans in northeastern Pennsylvania.  
Lutherans are also proud of Lutheran Disaster 
Response (LDR), the tool they have created to 
bring comfort, healing, and renewal to those 
affected by disaster.  In fact, the first two 
directors of LDR, Leon Phillips and Gil Furst, 
were from this synod.  Through LDR and its 
affiliates, thousands of ELCA members have 
been empowered to do God’s work through their 
hands, to manifest faith in action and 
commitment to strive for justice. 
 
Lutherans are also aware of the need for 
disaster preparedness.  We hear the scientific 
community’s warnings that natural disasters will 
increase due to climate change.  We see how 
quickly a pandemic can arise.  We are all too 
aware of the potential for disaster created by 
acts of terror.  We also know that preparedness 
is a primary predictor of survival and recovery in 
disaster and that trained professionals (paid and 
volunteer) are integral for the leadership and 
coordination of congregations, agencies, 
institutions, volunteers, and resources for the 
best response. 
 
In the past two years some of us have become 
increasingly aware that even though LDR has 
the desire and will to encourage the ministry of 
preparedness through its local affiliates and their 
associates, LDR lacks the resources to provide 
this.  Giving to all disaster response programs 
dropped significantly after Katrina.  As a result, 
LDR affiliates across the nation which had been 
encouraged and given guidance to develop local 
disaster preparedness, are no longer able to 
receive even start up funding by the national 
LDR program and most lack ongoing funding 
within their synods.  Many affiliates are 
drastically scaling back and even eliminating 
positions of leadership for the coordinator of 
disaster preparedness and response.  Most of 
these positions were very part-time to begin 
with. 
 
Concerned about this situation, at the annual 
assembly in June members of our own 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod voted to 
request that the ELCA in its assembly this 
August: 1.) direct its Church in Society Program 

Unit to create an advisory committee charged 
with crafting a clear vision for LDR, 2.) reaffirm 
the ELCA’s commitment to the mission of 
disaster preparedness by improving its funding 
streams so as to ensure that the ministry of LDR 
and its affiliates can be sustained, 3.) 
collaborate with ecumenical partners and other 
community resources to create coordinated 
service relationships in disaster response, and 
4.) direct LDR to use the technological tools 
available to develop, support and maintain a 
national network to connect those affiliates 
engaged in response with resources throughout 
the national network. 
 
Those of us involved in disaster ministries in this 
synod know the tremendous resources that have 
already been invested in an effective response 
system in Pennsylvania and our Mid Atlantic 
region as well as the potential just waiting to be 
tapped.  We are grateful to those who drafted 
and supported the resolution.  A similar 
resolution has been passed by a number of 
other synods or will be considered shortly.  Our 
prayers are with the delegates and national 
leaders who will discuss and vote on this 
request in August. 
 
 

Please Accept Our Apologies  
 

A number of individuals have responded 
to our request to receive this newsletter 
via email. 
 
Our list has been lost in “cyber space” 
and needs to be recreated.  That is why 
you are receiving a hard copy of this 
publication. 
 
Please accept our apologies for this 
inconvenience.  We will be doing all we 
can to recreate our listing. 
 
Thanks, 
 
LCS Staff 
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WORKSHOPS FOR CONFIRMANDS 
Schedule 2009-2010 

 
Congregation Keneseth Israel, Allentown   
January 29 & March 19, 2010 
Confirmands experience a Jewish Sabbath Service and get to interact with the Rabbi and congregants of a Reform 
Jewish Synagogue in Allentown. This workshop is held on a Friday evening from 6:30 – 10 P.M. 25 youth maximum. 
 
Good Shepherd Home, Allentown/Bethlehem   
October 18 & December 6, 2009 – Allentown 
January 31, 2010 - Bethlehem 
Confirmands learn about issues of living with a disability through interaction with residents of Good Shepherd. The 
workshop includes “hands-on” simulations of various disabilities and an introduction to the specialized equipment used 
by disabled people in living their daily lives. This workshop is held on a Sunday afternoon from 1:30 – 4 P.M. 25 youth 
maximum. 
 
Luther Crest Home, Allentown  
November 15, 2009 & March 21, 2010 
Confirmands learn about the needs of assisted-living and skilled-care nursing home residents at a Diakon nursing home 
facility in Allentown. The workshop incorporates learning about living with disabilities that come with aging. Confirmands 
also get to help wheel residents from their rooms to the afternoon worship service. This workshop is held on a Sunday 
afternoon from 1:30 – 4 P.M. 25 youth maximum. 
 
The Lutheran Home at Topton  
October 25, 2009 & March 14, 2010 
Confirmands learn about the needs of skilled-care residents at a Diakon nursing home facility in Berks County. The 
workshop addresses the life-issues of aging (both physical and social) and introduces the youth to the concept of pureed 
foods for residents who have problems with swallowing. This workshop is held on a Sunday afternoon from 2 – 4:30 P.M. 
25 youth maximum. 
 
Muslim Association of Lehigh Valley, Whitehall  
November 22, 2009 & March 7, 2010 
Confirmands will learn about the faith of Islam and observe a Muslim prayer time at the Muslim Association of Lehigh 
Valley in Whitehall. This workshop is held on Sunday afternoon from 1:30-3:30 P.M. 25 youth maximum. 
  
Pocono Lutheran Village Nursing Home, East Stroudsb urg  
November 8, 2009 & April 18, 2010 
Confirmands learn about the needs of assisted-living residents at a Diakon nursing home facility in East Stroudsburg. 
The workshop addresses the life-issues of coming to live in a nursing home and includes time to interact with some of 
the residents. This workshop is held on a Sunday afternoon from 1:30 – 4 P.M. 15 youth maximum. 
 
St. Luke’s Hospital, Bethlehem  
October 20, 2009 & April 13, 2010 
Confirmands learn about doing pastoral ministry in a hospital setting. The workshop addresses birth to death issues by 
introducing the youth to the neo-natal ICU, adult ICU, and the Trauma wing. This workshop is held on a Tuesday 
afternoon from 4:00 – 6:30 P.M. 15 youth maximum. 
 
San Martin de Porres Lutheran Church, Allentown  
January 3, 2010 
Confirmands participate in a bi-lingual worship experience at the Three Kings celebration of San Martin de Porres, a 
Latino congregation in Allentown. Worship includes the Three Kings pageant and is followed by a congregational pot-
luck dinner featuring ethnic Latino foods. This workshop is held on the Sunday on or before Epiphany from 12:30 – 3 
P.M. 25 youth maximum. 
 
To register your confirmation class for any of these workshops, please contact LCS at 610-770-9205 or go to our web 
site at www.lutherancongregationalservices.org. 
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